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Music Department

Specialist Tuition Scheme

Please find detailed below the outlines of the specialist music scheme at Craigholme. 
N.B Tutors are not employed by the school and so would appreciate prompt payment of fees.

How do the lessons work?
Lessons take place once per week. Fortnightly lessons are available but be aware that progress tend to be slower.

All girls receiving lessons in school will generally have their lessons during the school day. The lessons operate on a rotational basis ensuring the girls will only miss half of a class no more than once every four weeks or so. Operating this system ensures the girls are more than able to cope with their school work without any added pressure. The teacher will post their timetable on the notice board at least two weeks in advance, ensuring the girls are well aware which subjects they will be missing. The tutor will issue pupils with a permission slip which should be taken to the teacher of the class they will next be missing, at least five days before the lesson. This ensures minimum disruption to other subjects and fosters good relationships with other departments. Pupils in the Lower Junior school will be collected for their lesson by the tutor.
Can my daughter have her lessons out of class time?

This may be possible. Lessons prior to school, after school and at lunchtime are possible at the discretion of the individual tutor. Priority for these lessons is given to those pupils who play more than one instrument to ensure they do not miss more than one class per week or those girls whose parents and teachers feel that missing any class would have a detrimental effect on their learning.
How much do the lessons cost?
The cost of lessons this year 2010/11 is £14.00 per half hour lesson for individual lesson and £10.00 for group lessons with no more than four in a group. Please note that lessons are subject to an annual increase in line with Musician Union guidelines. Group lessons are at the discretion of the tutor depending on number of applications and standard of playing. Please state on the application if you would prefer a group lesson. 
How and when do I pay the fees?
Fees are paid directly to the tutor in cash, cheque or by direct banking. Fees should be paid to the tutor immediately on receipt of invoice prior to the lessons beginning each term but certainly on the first lessons of each new term. Lessons will stop if payment is not made on the specified date and you will be contacted by the tutor
Do I have to buy an instrument?

The cost of an instrument cannot really be justified in the early stages of lessons. It would be better to hire the instrument at first.
If your daughter shows real potential and is an enthusiastic and diligent worker and is achieving tangible results, then you perhaps should think about buying. At the moment the school has a small selection of instruments which may be hired by negotiation with the school. A list of music specialists where instruments can be hired is available. Please contact the music department for details. Rental prices vary depending on the instrument from £30 per term to £50 per term. At the end of the year you have the option to buy.
Is my daughter guaranteed a place on her chosen instrument?

 We have recently extended the range of instruments we offer to include:

Drum kit, percussion, Classical guitar, and electric guitar, harp and ‘cello. We hope to increase our brass and singing provision and add lower strings. We will continue to offer violin, viola, piano, flute clarinet, saxophone, singing and brass. In J.3 pupils can learn the piano, violin or drum kit and in J.2 piano lessons are available. 
Places are not offered automatically. Your daughter will be heard by a teacher of her chosen instrument to ascertain her suitability for that instrument. If the teacher feels lessons are appropriate and a place is immediately available, that teacher will contact you to make arrangements for lessons to begin. If a place is not immediately available, again you will be advised of this and your daughter’s name will be placed on the waiting list.
NB: Priority is given to SQA certificate candidates who perhaps need tuition in order to pass an exam.
Will I be informed of my child’s progress?

You will be asked to sign your child’s practice diary every week. This allows the tutor to know if you are happy with how your daughter is progressing. There will also be space for you to write a comment and for your daughter to evaluate her own efforts. This allows the tutor to teach your child in a way that is appropriate to her. In addition, you will receive a more formal report at the end of term 2.
If you would like to discuss your daughter’s progress more formally then we provide a Parents’ Evening for those pupils receiving instrumental tuition in term 3, alternatively please feel free to make an appointment to see that teacher or myself through the school office at a time to suit. The tutors are delighted to welcome parents to attend one or two of their daughter’s lessons. Please make arrangements directly with the tutor if you wish to take up this opportunity.
Can I cancel the lessons at any time?

We ask that you give our tutors at least six weeks notice of cancellation. This allows the department to manage the tuition scheme effectively and alert the pupil who will be taking your daughter’s place.

If for some reason you wish to cancel immediately you will be liable for the full terms fees. 
Do Lessons continue during study leave and exams?
It is expected that lessons will continue during study and exam periods. Unless you have made arrangements with the tutor all missed lessons will be charged during these periods.

Will I be charged if my child is ill?
The tutor will issue his/ her own terms and conditions prior to the lessons starting. However, most tutors do charge for one off illnesses. For longer term illnesses you should consult the tutor.
You should inform tutors and the school separately of your child’s illness.
What if I have a complaint about the tutor?

In the unlikely event you feel the need to complain about your daughter’s tutor your first port of call would be to the tutor. If you remain dissatisfied you may contact the Head of Music Mr Mark Donnelly, who would discuss your concerns with the tutor. In the unlikely event you remain dissatisfied you are at liberty to contact a member of the Senior Management Team.

Will my daughter be eligible for groups and bands?

We expect all girls to fully and actively take part in extra curricular groups. This not only fosters great camaraderie but encourages the girls to work as part of a team. They would also be key contributors to raising the ethos of the school through their music.

NB: Playing an instrument requires serious commitment and dedicated hours of practice. You must be certain that your daughter has the time and commitment to practice and that school work will not suffer. 

Learning to play an instrument is one of the most rewarding experiences in life and will most certainly help to create a well rounded, confident and socially active young lady as well as instilling an excellent work ethic.
Important News: In September 2008 we introduced a scholarship scheme which offers financial assistance with the cost of lessons. The scholarship is awarded by an audition process but is not means tested.

For 2010/11 the scholarship will be awarded to those studying brass and lower strings. 

Best Wishes
Mark Donnelly
Head of Music
